[Endoscopic endonasal surgery for clival tumor].
To review our experience with endoscopic endonasal approach for surgical management of clival tumors. Twenty-four patients with clival tumors treated by endoscopic endonasal surgery between August 2002 and November 2005 were studied prospectively. The operative technique was described in detail. There were 5 chordoma, 2 ossifying fibroma, 1 meningioma, 1 craniopharyngioma, 1 hemangioblastoma, 6 squamous cancer, 2 chondrosarcoma, 2 chondrosarcoma, 1 lymphoma, 1 malignant giant cell tumor and 2 metastatic carcinoma. Total tumor removal was obtained in 22 cases, subtotal removal in 2 case. Follow-up ranged 12 to 51 months. Three patients dead. Five patients with total removal recurred, one of them dead. Two patients with subtotal removal dead, one with chondrosarcoma and one with chordoma. The complications included subarachnoid hemorrhage in 1 patient, and transient cerebrospinal leakage in 2 cases. The use of nasoendoscopy to perform clival tumor surgery is not only limited to the minimally invasive aspect, it also provides better visualization of deeper structures in the skull base, provides the ability to 'look around corners' and wide exposed field. This approach permits us to manage clival lesions properly.